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Angelo R. Lacuesta
A small town in the southern Philippines, run for generations by the dynastic Mallari family, is terrorized by a 
series of gruesome and mysterious killings: first of dogs, and then of random townspeople—village elders, a 
barangay captain, the mayor’s driver. Social media spreads reports that a strange creature has been behind the 
murders and panic is spread around the town.

The young mayor’s wife, Marta, notices something no one in town has noticed: the creature’s victims are all men. 
As Marta delves deeper into the creature’s history, she discovers many dark secrets: her town is also notorious for 
its history of shady connections with dark forces: smuggling, illegal drugs, even the illegal sex trade, and human 
trafficking. She then gathers a group of capable women who decide to capture the creature instead of hunting it 
down, so that they can study it more closely.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Angelo R. Lacuesta is a fictionist and novelist 
who also writes screenplays and essays. He has 
won many awards for his writing, among them 
several Philippine National Book Awards, 
Palanca Memorial Awards, Philippines Graphic 
Awards, and the inaugural Madrigal-Gonzalez 
Best First Book Award. As a fictionist, he is also 
widely anthologized and translated across the 
world. He is president of the Philippine Centre of 
PEN (Poets, Essayists, Novelists) International. 
His most recent book is the novel ,Joy, published 
by Penguin Random House SEA in 2022. In 2024 
he wrote and produced the film, AN ERRAND, 
based on a short story he wrote, for the 
Cinemalaya Film Festival, one of Asia’s most 
prestigious independent film festivals. The film 
has been selected for its “Bright Future” section 
by the International Film Festival Rotterdam 
(IFFR) 2025.
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BANYAGA: A SONG OF WAR
Charlson Ong 
Banyaga chronicles the lives of three families from times of peace and the Second World War to the tumultuous 
landscape of the Philippines’ New Society and contemporary era.
 
In the late 1920s, enslaved brothers Ah Puy and Ah Kaw meet Ah Tin, Ah Sun, and Ah Beng on a ship bound for 
Manila. The five ambitious boys find common ground and become sworn brothers.
Adapting quickly is imperative to their survival in this harsh, foreign land. Ah Puy and Ah Kaw are sold to a 
candle maker as replacement sons. To prove worthy of the roof above them, cousins Ah Sun and Ah Tin must 
learn dye-making under Ah Sun’s business-savvy uncle. Ah Beng’s estranged father reluctantly trains him to 
manage their family store.

With nothing but grit and a taste for retaliation, they struggle to sit atop the pecking order in a new country that 
stripped them of their identities.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Charlson Ong is a writer, film producer, and 
director. He has won the Philippine National 
Book Award for both short fiction and novel. He 
has four short story collections: Men of the East 
and Other Stories (Kalikasan Press, 1990);  
Woman of Amkaw and Other Stories (Anvil, 
1992); Conversion and Other Fictions (An-vil, 
1996); and Of that Other  Country We Now 
Speak and Other Stories (University of the 
Philippines Press, 2016). He has four novels: An  
Embarrassment of Riches (Philippine Centennial 
Commission, 2000); Blue Angel/ White Shadow 
(UST Publishing House, 2010); and White Lady, 
Black Christ (Milflores Publishing, 2021). He is 
the writer, co-producer, and director of the 
acclaimed film Tanabata’s Wife, which won him 
Best Picture in the Tofarm Film Festival in 2018 
and Best Adapted Screenplay for 2019 at the 
Filipino Acade-my of Movie Arts and Sciences 
(FAMAS). In 2024, his complete short stories 
were compiled and published as a book titled 
Sojourner, Settler, Seer: The Complete Stories of 
Charlson Ong (Milflores Pub-lishing, 2024).
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THE ARHAT SON: A NOVEL
Charlson Ong 
A story of scandal, sacrilege, and succession

Securing a worthy successor is a must for Ignatius Ong, Sr., head of the Aloysius Ong Group of Companies. He 
has, unfortunately, lost his two favorite sons and considers his surviving son incapable of taking over. Without a 
competent heir, both he and his company are in disarray.

With his timely arrival, Simon, who claims to be Ignatius Sr.’s son from an affair he had in China, is hailed as the 
arhat—the perfect son sent by God. Ignatius Sr. believes that Simon’s arrival is divine providence—that he is 
meant to inherit it all.

Ignatius’ remaining legitimate heir and eldest son, Iggy, is suspicious. With the help of Iggy’s former writing 
student Vanessa and the family’s mysterious security aide Robles, they uncover family secrets and inch closer to 
the truth. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Charlson Ong is a writer, film producer, and 
director. He has won the Philippine National 
Book Award for both short fiction and novel. He 
has four short story collections: Men of the East 
and Other Stories (Kalikasan Press, 1990);  
Woman of Amkaw and Other Stories 
(Anvil, 1992); Conversion and Other Fictions 
(Anvil, 1996); and Of that Other  Country We 
Now Speak and Other Stories (University of the 
Philippines Press, 2016). He has four novels: An  
Embarrassment of Riches (Philippine Cen-tennial 
Commission, 2000); Banyaga, A Song of War 
(Anvil, 2006); Blue Angel/ White Shadow (UST 
Publishing House, 2010); and White Lady, Black 
Christ (Milflores Publishing, 2021). He 
is the writer, co-producer, and director of the 
acclaimed film Tanabata’s Wife, which won him 
Best Picture in the Tofarm Film Festival in 2018 
and Best Adapted Screenplay for 2019 at the 
Filipino Academy of Movie Arts and Sciences 
(FAMAS). In 2024, his complete short stories 
were compiled and published as a book titled 
Sojourner, Settler, Seer: The Complete Stories of 
Charlson Ong (Milflores Publishing, 2024).
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SO HEAVEN: A NOVEL
Isagani R. Cruz
Danny Livingstone is dead but doesn’t know it—until he’s face to face with his first and 
only love—Emily Dickinson. The e-publishing magnate is offered the manuscipt of his 
dreams—Dickinson’s poems as she originally wrote them, but first the Lord has a task for 
him. Danny must save Annie, a gifted Filipino doctor, from committing suicide after the 
love of her life is tempted into marrying a billionaire. In his race to save the life of the 
doctor destined to discover a cure for cancer, Danny is assisted by other famous writers: 
Rizal, who contributes deep insights on human nature—and the occasional prank—and 
Shakespeare, who draws from the writings attributed to him to warn Danny of all possible 
consequences.

NEW 
RELEASE

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Born in 1945, Dr. Isagani R. Cruz 
is a multi-awarded Filipino writer, 
critic, and educator. As a writer, 
he has been recognized for his 
many contributions to Philippine 
literature, having written and 
edited more than thirty books. He 
has won the Don Carlos Palanca 
Memorial Awards for Literature 
numerous times and was thus 
inducted into the prestigious 
Palanca Hall of Fame in 2004. 
He also received the SEAWRITE 
Award in 1991, the Centennial 
Literary Contest Award in 1998, 
and the Balagtas Award in 1999. 
He has represented the Philippines 
in many international conferences.
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WHITE LADY, BLACK CHRIST
Charlson Ong
A thriller involving a religious, cross-cultural conspiracy 
certain to shake the foundations of faith.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Charlson Ong is a writer, film producer, 
and director. He has won the Philippine 
National Book Award for both short 
fiction and novel. He has four short 
story collections: Men of the East 
and Other Stories (Kalikasan Press, 
1990);  Woman of Amkaw and Other 
Stories (Anvil, 1992); Conversion and 
Other Fictions (Anvil, 1996); and Of 
that Other  Country We Now Speak 
and Other Stories (University of the 
Philippines Press, 2016). He has four 
novels: An  Embarrassment of Riches 
(Philippine Centennial Commission, 
2000); Banyaga, A Song of War (Anvil, 
2006); Blue Angel/ White Shadow (UST 
Publishing House, 2010). He is the 
writer, co-producer, and director of the 
acclaimed film Tanabata’s Wife, which 
won him Best Picture in the Tofarm 
Film Festival in 2018 and Best Adapted 
Screenplay for 2019 at the Filipino 
Academy of Movie Arts and Sciences 
(FAMAS). In 2024, his complete short 
stories were compiled and published as 
a book titled Sojourner, Settler, Seer: 
The Complete Stories of Charlson Ong 
(Milflores Publishing, 2024).
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AT HOME WITH CRAZY
Katrina Martin
At Home with Crazy is  YA fiction that brings to light an 
important discussion on dealing with mental illness within the 
family. The book provides a heartwarming story of family, 
friendships, and the personal journey of a young teen as she 
navigates through these challenges in her own way.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Katrina Martin was a 
fellow at the 3rd Amelia 
Lapeña Bonifacio Writers 
Workshop (The Novel) 
and a finalist in PBBY - 
Scholastic Asia’s You Write 
to Me,I’ll Write to You 
manuscript competition 
in 2017. She completed 
her MA in Creative Writing 
at the University of the 
Philippines Diliman in 
2021 and has written 
professionally for 
television, film, and the 
global social sector.
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EVEN DUCKS GET LIVER CANCER
Dr. Wilfredo Liangco
Blunt, hilarious, and heartbreaking, Even Ducks Get Liver Cancer is a candid and 
hysterical account of the realities of life in and out of the Philippine General Hospital. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Dr. Wilfredo Liangco is 
a fellow in Philippine 
College of Physicians 
and Philippine Society 
of Medical Oncology 
and has a Masters in 
Clinical Medicine (Medical 
Oncology).  
He has participated in the 
1st Creative Nonfiction 
Writing Workshop on 
Pathography: Writing the 
Pandemic.

978-971-828-121-5
Category: Creative 
Nonfiction
Language: English
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ALL THE LONELY PEOPLE
Kannika Claudine Pena
So much of our lives depend on tiny objects— wallets, keys, cellphones, rings, IDs— 
that their loss can turn our days upside down. But what really happens when we lose 
them, and how about the people that find them?

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Kannika Claudine D. 
Peña is a graduate of 
UP Diliman’s program in 
Creative Writing. She is 
an experienced writer and 
has written for several 
publications and agencies 
as a contributing writer and 
a copywriter. All the Lonely 
People is her first novel.
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Language: 
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OHA: A STORY TOLD IN ONE ETERNAL 
SECOND
Krie R. Lopez
Mia, a fifteen-year-old spirit, yearns for a normal teenage life. With childlike wonder, she finds herself immersed 
in the lives of the families around her old neighborhood, and unexpectedly delighted with the spirits she 
eventually meets. In the span of over 50 years (or an eternal second) of Mia’s afterlife, her questions become 
inevitable: “What counts as living?” “Does one really disappear after death?” “Are there universal Truths?” While 
she searches for ansers, Mia is caught in the intoxicating nuances of young romance, the nurturing bliss from real 
friendships, and the complex history of Baguio City from the 1940s to the earthquake in 1990 and beyond. 

A novel on making up for lost time, forging unexpected connections, and exploring the forces that connect 
nature, life, and death, Oha brings us the intricacies of faith and spirituality, and the ebbs and flows that unite us 
all: grief, guilt, joy, love.

ABOUT THE AUTHOR
Krie Lopez has written and illustrated six 
children’s book but mostof her work life is 
spent as a founder and CEO of social 
enterprise,Messy Bessy. She is a mother 
of two girls.
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